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Dear Parents/Caregivers,
This year, our school division will be implementing the Early Years Evaluation – Direct Assessment (EYE-DA) for children starting kindergarten in fall 2013. A teacher or educator who has received specialized training will spend time with your child, one-to-one, observing his or her skills and abilities. This assessment takes about 45 minutes and includes a variety of play-based questions and hands-on activities; it is a lot of fun for children! 
The EYE-DA is administered to incoming kindergarten children aged 4-5 years, as they prepare to make the transition into school. The purpose of this initiative is to determine each child’s development in four key areas closely linked with readiness for school and beginning literacy skills. The four key areas are:
1. Awareness of Self and Environment;
2. Cognitive Skills;
3. Language and Communication; and,
4. Physical Development.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Families will receive a copy of their child’s results after the assessment is complete, including information on the four key areas. 
In an effort to meet each child’s learning needs, results of the EYE-DA can be used by educators to plan instruction for the entire class, for small groups and for individual students’ needs. If you would like more information about the EYE-DA, please visit: www.earlyyearsevaluation.com or 
contact: __________[insert contact person here]_______________.
To have your child participate in the EYE-DA assessment this year, please complete and return the parental permission form at the bottom of this page.

EYE-DA Participation Permission Form
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Parent/Caregiver Name: ___________________	Child’s Name: ________________________

Child’s Birthday: ___________________	Language Spoken at Home: __________________

I give my consent to allow my child to participate in the EYE-DA assessment at my local school.

Parent/Caregiver Signature: ___________________________	Date: ________________
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